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NORTH CLAINES PARISH COUNCIL (NCPC)

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 

Via ZOOM video (or telephone) due to the Covid 19 lockdown 

there were also 4 wifi enabled devices available to the public to use
On Monday 1st February 2020 at 7.30 pm 
PRESENT:

Cllr M Farmer (MF)



Cllr M Drinkwater (MD)






Cllr Derek Allan (DA)




Cllr Jean Robb (JR)





Cllr T Butler (TB)





Cllr P Philips (PP)





Cllr Stuart Allen (SA)
Cty Cllr A Miller

Dst. Cllr N Wright (NW)





4 members of the public
1.
To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons for 
absence. 

There were no absences.
2.
Declarations of Interest  
a) Register of interests; Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) To declare any other Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.

d) Written requests for the council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) are to be with the clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting. 

Councillors who have declared an interest must leave the room for the relevant items as per the code of conduct and the North Claines Parish Council standing orders.

Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may be a criminal offence.
There were no declarations of interest received.
3
To confirm the minutes of the meeting of 11 January 2021.  
The minutes were confirmed as an accurate record of the parish meeting.
The meeting was closed for public question time and reopened afterwards. See notes attached to the minutes. The Chair made it clear that this was the only opportunity for members of the public to speak.  
4 
Progress reports from the previous minutes and any matters arising for information (if not considered elsewhere on the agenda)
4.1
Nothing to report.
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4.2
The Parish Council now has 7 Councillors and 3 vacancies.  Members of the public who wish to apply should contact the Clerk for further information.

5
Public areas in North Claines Parish.

5.1
Easter on the Brum and Agatha Gardens.  
· Cllr MF noted that the Easter Event organisation was underway and expense to the Parish Council would be minimal – the cost of mini-eggs and an Easter Bunny costume was approved. 
· The Parish Council also agreed that the Baptist Church could place an “Easter Garden” in Agatha Gardens open space 
5.2
Opportunity for Councillors to raise matters with regard to the Brum.

· There was nothing raised with regard to the Brum.
5.3
Opportunity for Councillors to raise matters with regard to Bull Meadows and


report on actions from the previous minutes
· The masterplan V2 for the development of Bull Meadow was approved by the Parish Council.  V2 includes additional planting and a redesigned reception area following comments from the second consultation.
· The planting on the left-hand side of the area – which will shield the houses adjacent to Bull Meadow. 
Three quotes for 459 plants have been obtained from various nursery suppliers, Farlow Farm, Wyevale Nursery and Pershore and the costs vary from £530 to £974 dependant on availability and size/age of trees.  Top Cut suggests that the basic planting costs will be in the region of £500 but that deer protection for some of the trees will be needed and rabbit fencing around all the plants.  There would also be additional costs for mulching, spraying the grass off etc.  The Parish Council agreed that this planting scheme should go ahead at the earliest opportunity.  The Parish Council agreed that this planting provision must cost no more than £3,000.
· Fencing/hedge laying around Bull Meadow. 
It was noted that the fencing is falling down on the roadside boundary of the A38 which is approximately 475m in length.

Quotes received as follows.

Hedge laying - £12-£15 per metre
Post and rail fencing - £18 - £20 per metre 
Estate fencing (metal railings –Oakley Estate Fencing)- £46 per metre. 
In addition to the above there will be some costs not major (approx. £1000) for removing old fencing when necessary.
The various options were discussed, and the Parish Council agreed that the hedge should be laid at the boundary – it was anticipated that the hedge should thicken up to form a thick boundary over a few years. In order to keep the boundary safe, the contractor is to include pig netting/fencing or similar in areas where the hedge is not deemed thick enough to provide a safe boundary to ensure security for users until the hedge grows sufficiently.
If this can be done at a suitable cost (below £28 per metre all inclusive) then the parish council agreed to delegate the final decision to the Bull Meadow Committee.
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(This would be subject to Wychavon approving the New Homes Bonus money for this project.
· Schedule of works for 2021-22 was agreed to include securing of the boundary on the A38, planting of boundary trees and shrubs, new entrance gateway and if time and money permits to start work on the initial meeting area or the circular path.
· It was reported that a trespasser was found in the land adjacent to Bull Meadow.  They exited via Bull Meadow. 

The Chairwoman noted that the council have not made any decisions with regard to activities on Bull Meadow at the current time. It was also noted that Ferreting is legal and keeps rabbits under control– but people have to ask permission to use the land and no one has approached the Parish Council to this effect.
It was hoped that this an isolated incident and Homeowners should report trespass to the police 
The Clerk welcomes reports direct to her in order that she can record them in the logbook.
5.4
Opportunity for Councillors to raise matters with regard to other open areas in the Parish.


Robin Drive – a bench has been requested for this area.
6
Highways, Footpaths and Lighting. 
6.1
Opportunity to discuss any matters arising.

Light number 005 is to be restored by Prismian after the supply has been reconnected by Western Power.

6.2
Notice of the closure of A449 Worcester Northern link, North Claines, Worcestershire which will remain in force for 21 days commencing 24 January 2021.
Notice of the closure of Claines lane, Worcester, Worcestershire 
For duct clearance.  it is anticipated that it will remain in force for 4 days commencing 8 March 2021.
Notice of closure of Danes Green from its junction with Jacob Ladder Lane to its junction with Dilmore Lane. For carriageway patching by WCC. Anticipated duration: 19 days Commencing: 15 February 2021.
7. 
Correspondence for information only. 
· South Worcestershire Development Plan Review - Parish and Town Council Newsletter January 2021

· Emails from A Miller etc re Memorial Hall and school parking.

· Info re Martinbrook Farm – technical note actioned by Parishioners and other emails.

· Email from Parishioner re Sling Lane flooding.

· Grange Lane – no waiting notification.

· Worcestershire Calc update

· Councillors handbook for all Councillors from CALC
8
Planning

8.1
Planning applications for decision
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20/02927/HP


55 Shrawley Road


Fernhill Heath


Worcester


WR3 7XD


Erection of a single storey building in the rear garden of house on a timber base. 

This application was approved by the Parish Council.

20/02847/HP

Claines Vicarage, Vicarage Lane, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7RP 
Conversion of outbuilding to form store for biomass boiler with home study above with alterations to form balcony. 
Additional documents provided – previous comments from Council stand but if the Council wishes to comment further then they can do so.

This application was approved by the Parish Council.
21/00125/FUL

Land rear of the Fernhill Heath War Memorial Club

Fernhill Heath

Development of 6 residential dwellings and associated landsaping and infrastructure.

This application arrived the day of the meeting and the Council agreed that there was not enough time to review the application at the February meeting.  The Clerk is to ask Tessa Jones for an extension to this application.  It was anticipated that the Council will need to approach Peter Hamilton on this application.  It was also noted that the Parish Council will need to take legal advice on whether they have any involvement with the hall or land in question.
8.2
Planning application decisions by Wychavon.
Approved
None to date of agenda.
Withdrawn

20/02132, Upper Tapenhall House, Dilmore Lane, Fernhill Heath, WR3 7RX
Rejected

20/00234/OUT Land Adjacent, Common Hill Manor, Northwick Road, Bevere, Worcester. Erection of 80 bedded residential home.
8.3
Wychavon Planning Committee in February to consider.
· Martinbrook Farm Industrial estate- 20/02296/FUL
It was noted that this was to be considered at the March meeting of the planning committee. A discussion took place on whether the Parish Council were to speak at the Planning Committee.  The Parish Council agreed that whilst they had great sympathy with the residents, it was felt that they could contribute nothing further after Peter Hamilton’s comments on their behalf.
8.4
South Worcestershire Development Plan and North Claines Neighbourhood Plan update.
Cllrs JF and MD have discussed the update of the neighbourhood plan and consulted the government guidance on the matter. 
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· The neighbourhood plan should be updated when a local plan is changed, and the South Worcestershire Development Plan is currently under review. This review could potentially lead to a change that would directly affect North Claines Parish Council.

· The neighbourhood plan should be updated if housing needs alter.  Currently the supply of land for housing is above target for 5 years.

Cllr JR suggested that in the light of the above government guidance, North Claines Parish Council use the existing Neighbourhood Plan to draft a response to the Consultation in March 2021 and if necessary North Claines Parish Council seek advice from Pete the Planner to complete that response. The Parish Council agreed to this suggestion and thanked Cllr JR for her work on the matter.
9
Report from County and District Councillor.

9.1
Report from A Miller
· Martinbrook planning application.  AM noted that residents from Lower Town had retained the services of a highways consultant and they had asked for a revised highways comment on the development at Martinbrook Farm.  AM noted that he had requested that any further development is contained within the red line and not into the countryside.
· Sling Lane Flooding. AM noted that this had been investigated by planning enforcement and also by a drainage engineer.  It was noted at the time of planning consent that there was a lot of local springs in the area and that SUDS would resolve this issue.  The water however appears to have been displaced.  This could lead to issues with regard to the School being able to utilize the field.  AM will arrange for the barriers that have been put down (to facilitate pedestrians) to be removed. Martin Cross is to see if a culvert is needed at this point.
9.1.2
Cllr Tony Miller to explain the background to an email regarding the Memorial Hall and the subsequent removal of parking at this area.

AM noted that due to inconsiderate parking at the hall the management of the Working Men’s Club had banned the school from using the car park.  AM has contacted the Chairman of the Club and informed them that the land and the club were given to the Village for the benefit of the village.  AM has previously supported the hall with applications for grants for improvements and will not be able to support any grants going forward.  AM was then informed that parking would be restored as long as the school ensured that parking was orderly in the future.


AM noted that in his opinion the planning application 20/00125 for the Memorial Club would have a negative impact on the parking and on the school and Chatterbox Nursery.
NCPC discussed responsibility for decisions made by the Management Committee of the Memorial Hall and the relationship between the Memorial Hall and the Parish Council.  It was noted that the Parish Council do not have any responsibilities towards the hall although there was not clarity with regard to the legal ability of the trustees of the working men’s club to sell the land in question.
9.2
Report from N Wright.  
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Cllr NW noted that the boundary commission were currently reviewing the boundaries in the area.
10
Newsletter and website

10.1
The Clerk has instructed Atif Ishaq to alter the website to ensure it is compliant with the current legislation for accessibility.

10.2
Request from Wychavon to deliver coronavirus leaflets via Wendy Filby, the parish council were happy to arrange delivery for the leaflets but would ask Wychavon to pay for the delivery.
10.3
Cllr SA has taken over the NCPC Facebook page and has attracted 60 new followers.

10.4
The newsletter is to be delivered around March and will include the updates on Bull Meadow.
11
Finance.

11.1
Invoices for consideration and payment at the Council meeting were approved as per the attached list.
12
Parish Maintenance 


This is an opportunity for Councillors to raise matters re parish maintenance.

Cllr JR noted that the clearing of the pavement to the school had been done to a high standard and that parents and children could now walk safely.

13
Councillors additional items for consideration or for matters to be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr DA gave his apologies for the March 2021 meeting.
14
Dates of the next Parish Council meetings.



March 1st and April 12th 2021 at 1930hrs

Abbreviations


AM – County and District Cllr A Miller


Cllr – Councillor


NW - District Cllr N Wright

NCPC – North Claines Parish Council

NPC – Neighbourhood planning committee 

WCC – Worcestershire County Council


WDC – Wychavon District Council
Public Question Time
· Parishioner notes concern re the ferreting incident on a residents property adjacent to Bull Meadow.

· Concern raised with regard to Sling Lane Flooding

· Parishioner asked for progress on the new bin for Bevere – Bellway Homes

· Gates at either end of the Bellway footpath issues – Parishioner to send drawing of footpath to the Clerk.

· Potholes reported adjacent to Badgers Bend

