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NORTH CLAINES PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Parish Finance committee of the Parish Council of North Claines, held on 

Wednesday 2nd July at 11am in The Old Library Centre, Droitwich. 
Present 
Meg Farmer 
Sean Challoner 
Mike Tubby 
Clare Shinner 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons for absence.  
Cllr J Robb sent her apologies and these were accepted. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest   
a) Register of interests; Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register 
of interests. 
b) To declare any other Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and 
their nature. 
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their 
nature. 

d) Written requests for the council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 
2011) are to be with the clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting.  
Councillors who have declared an interest must leave the room for the relevant items 
as per the code of conduct and the North Claines Parish Council standing orders. 
Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may be a criminal 
offence. 
None were received. 

 
3 Minutes from the last meeting of the Finance meeting of Parish Council 

3.1 The minutes from 22nd April 2025 were noted as correct and are to be signed at the 
parish council meeting on 7th July 2025. 

3.2 Actions from the minutes of the last meeting. 
• It was noted that the reconciliations were available online and the bank 

reconciliation amounts were noted on the minutes. 
• The Clerk has emailed the Charity Commission but has not yet received a 

reply – to follow this up. 
• £50,000 has been moved to the savings account from the current account. 
• The process for adding signatories to the bank account has started. 

 

 

4 Review of accounts and expenditure from 1st April to 30th June 2025 
A random selection of invoices were examined from this period and found to be in 
order. 
Reconciliations for the period 1/4/25 – 30/6/25 were found to be correct and signed 
accordingly. 

 

5 Budget v actual 
• It was noted that the expenditure for the mowing contract was increased 

during this period due to delayed payments for February and March being 
presented and paid during this period. 
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• It was noted that the quarterly electricity for lighting in the parish had been 

paid twice, and it was agreed that this would be reconciled at the next 
payment period. 

• It was noted that the receipt for the herbs for the sensory planting at Bull 
Meadow had been lost and the Committee were satisfied that the purchase 
and planting had taken place. 

 
6 External/internal audit and AGAR for 2024-5 

• Public inspection period was noted as being from 3rd June to 14th July 2025. 
The finance committee noted that there had been no public examination of 
the finances requested to the date of the meeting  

• PKF had been sent the relevant documentation on Monday 30th June as 
required.   

Variances requiring explanation were noted as followed.   
£72, 111 less was received by North Claines Parish Council in 2024-25 than in 
2023-24 and this was because £71,250 had been received in 2023-24 
towards the development of Bull Meadow by Wychavon DC. 
It was noted accordingly that £83,093 more had been spent by the Parish 
Council in 2023-2024 and this was due to the expenditure (Mainly thanks to 
the grant above) to the development of Bull Meadow orchard, ponds, 
entrance, paths and related works) 

• It was noted that in 2023-24 the relevant boxes re trust funds had been left 

blank and the committee noted that they had been filled in correctly for 
2024-25 

• It was noted that the internal auditor’s scope of work, and details regarding 
Gill Lungleys’ competence and appointment remained valid from her 
appointment in October 2024 and details were kept on file.  It was agreed 
that she should continue in this role for 2025-26. 

 
7 Future expenditure and other concerns 

• The finance committee agreed that the water should be purchased to fill up 
the water container. 

• It was noted that the repairs to the road lighting should go ahead as quoted 

at £2980 plus VAT.  After this work is done then the energy agreement with 
Npower or other supplier is to be reassessed due to more low energy bulbs. 

• Restricted funds to be prepared for the October meeting of the Committee. 
• It was noted that the final amount from Wychavon (£23,750) had been 

received for Bull Meadow following the installation of the new play equipment 

(£14614) and the remaining amount of £9,136 would be placed in restricted 
funds towards the repair of the path) 

 
8 To agree the date of the next Committee meeting. 

The next finance committee meeting will be held as follows 
 

• 1 October 2025 – second quarter. 

• 7 January 2025 – third quarter (although it was noted that this may change 
due to changing the Council meeting date)  
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